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n a diversified world where we harvest enough food to feed everyone, 821 million 

people – one in nine – still go to bed on an unfilled stomach each night (FAO, 2015). By 

keeping this viewpoint, in 2015 the global community adopted the 17 Global Goals for 

Sustainable Development to improve people’s lives by 2030. Among the 17 Goals, Goal 2 – 

Zero Hunger – pledges to end hunger, achieve food security, improve nutrition and promote 

sustainable agriculture, and is the priority of the World Food Programme. According to the 

UNICEF (2019) recently published, India reported the most number of deaths of children 

below five years in 2018. Approximately 8.8 Lakh Children under 5 years died in 2018 in 

India which is highest in the world. Nigeria recorded the highest number of deaths (8,66,000) 

followed by Pakistan (4,09,000). The report titled "State of the World's Children 2019", 69 

percent of deaths of children are caused due to malnutrition. Every second child in the 

country affected by some form of malnutrition. This includes stunting 35 percent, wasting 17 

percent, and overweight 2 percent. Only 42 percent of children age group between 6 to 23 

months are fed an adequate frequency, whereas only 21 percent receive a proper diet. 

However, 53 percent of infants aged 6-8 months are complementary fed timely. As per the 

micronutrient deficiencies among the children under 5 years in the country is concerned, 

every fifth child is deficient of Vitamin A, whereas one in every third child has Vitamin B12 

deficiency, and two out of every five children are anaemic. However, the Government of 

India initiated many related programme such as National Nutrition Mission, Anaemia Mukt 

Bharat, MDM but not reached the children effectively. 

What is ZERO HUNGER? 

 ‘Zero Hunger’ is defined as the access and ensure of sufficient, safe, nutritious food to 

all people round the year, in particular, the poor and people in vulnerable situations, including 

infants. Factually, ZERO HUNGER' was adopted by the United Nations on 25 September 
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2015 as one of the ‘Sustainable Development Goal’. In light of this, The Global Hunger 

Index was developed and jointly published annually by Concern Worldwide and Welt Hunger 

Hilfe, to comprehensively measure and track hunger at the global, regional, and country 

levels. The GHI aims to trigger action to reduce hunger around the world. The Global Hunger 

Index was categorized based on score. The five-category mentioned in HGI was Extremely 

alarming ≥ 50.0, Alarming 35.0–49.9, Serious 20.0–34.9, Moderate 10.0–19.9 and Low ≤ 9.9. 

Indian Scenario on Global Hunger 

Index 

 As per the recent survey on 

Global Hunger Index (2019), the India 

stood in 102
nd

 position, because of its 

large population, India’s GHI indicator 

values have an outsized impact on the 

indicator values for the region. India’s 

child wasting rate is extremely high at 

20.8 percent—the highest wasting rate of any country in this report for which data or 

estimates were available. Its child stunting rate, 37.9 percent, is also categorized as very high 

in terms of its public health significance (de Onis et al. 2019). In India, just 9.6 percent of all 

children between 6 and 23 months of age are fed a minimum acceptable diet. Similarly, as of 

2015–2016, 90 percent of Indian households used an improved drinking water source while 

39 percent of households had no sanitation facilities (IIPS and ICF 2017). In 2014, the prime 

minister instituted the "Clean India" campaign to end open defecation and ensure that all 

households had latrines. Even with new latrine construction, however, open defecation is still 

practiced. This situation jeopardizes the population's health and consequently, children's 

growth and development as their ability to absorb nutrients is compromised (Ngure et al. 

2014; Caruso et al. 2019). Further, in comparison with the previous statistic related to GHI, it 

spell out something different, in the year 1992, the India’s GHI rank was 76
th

, then in 2000, it 

was 83
rd

, Again in 2008, it was 102
nd

 position. Subsequently, in 2016, it was 97
th

 rank, in 

2017, it was 100
th

 rank. Similarly, in 2018, it was 103
rd

 rank.   

 However, the Government of India has taken up some initiative to improve the 

standard of living, poverty alleviation, affordable house, property sanitation such as National 

Nutrition Mission (NNM), Mid-Day Meal (MDM), Ayushman Bharat, Pradhan Mantri Awas 

Yojana-Gramin etc.but due tolack of proper implementation of programme; only present in 
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black and white, corruption, lack of follow up, illiteracy, and primitive perception, the failure 

to improve Indian condition can be observed.   

Conclusion  

 The condition seems like getting worst due to the human factor. To improve India's 

GHI, proper policy and implementation at the grass-root level should be installed followed by 

repeated follow up of the programme. The coordination with all the related organizations and 

stakeholders is highly advisable and appreciable for inclusive growth and development.   
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